Valley Studio January 17, 2015

SENIOR TIPS

3. Look to Connect — Find a photographer you can connect and be yourself with. Feeling
comfortable during your photo session is the number-one most important thing if you want to
have great, relaxed photographs. When you’re relaxed and comfortable around someone, you
become more natural in front of the camera, allowing for even better pictures. So look for the
photographer whom you click with as a person!

4. Seek Out Service — Yes, you want great photos, but don’t dismiss the importance of finding
a photographer whose service is outstanding. Great customer service can include anything
from emergency kits during the session (hairspray, water, pins, etc.) to making sure your hair
and clothes are just right. It's anything that helps you enjoy your session and not worry about it.
You might even want to simply ask the photographer. For instance, ask what their policy is if
you don’t feel well the day of your senior photo session. If you don'’t feel 100 percent, call us 24
hours prior and rebook your photo session. If you broke up or stayed up late studying, if you
feel crappy on the day of your session...it will show. You won'’t like your photos. So find a
photographer willing to reschedule, this is about service and experience.

5. Take a Survey — This may seem like an odd tip, but the point is to look for photographers
who want to know about YOU. Some may give you an actual survey to fill out, others may
simply ask questions about your likes and dislikes. Their goal is the same, though: to make
your photos reflect you. Do you have a pet? A cool car? How about a musical instrument or a
Letterman’s jacket? These can all add personality to who you are in your Senior portraits!

6. Get the Parentals Involved — No way, you may think—but hear us out. Your parents have
different tastes, yet they do want what'’s best for you, and they are paying for those pictures
(usually)! Plus, they have the perspective of time. You may want to wear every trendy oultfit for
your pictures, but parents know you'’ll regret it in the future. You need at least one outfit that will
stand the test of time, one you can look back at and not be embarrassed! That may be hard to
visualize as a senior, but your parents most likely have experienced it. What was trendy to
wear in the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s doesn’t always look so cool now...

7. Be Outfit-Savvy — This may seem like a simple task, and it is. The main thing you need to
do is be yourself and try on your outfits ahead of time. Moore even suggests having a friend
over to help you choose. Layering your outfit is a good idea, too, it gives your photographer
many options and gives you many different looks—taking off or putting on a scarf, jacket, hat,
etc. And just say no if you are tempted to hit the stores and buy stuff you’ve never worn before.
Why? The main regret we see in our senior clients is someone who was talked into a new
outfit, then looks at her images and says, That’s not me. So instead of shopping, look in your
closet. Consider oultfits that you live in, things that people would recognize you in. Try it on and
see if you feel good in it. If you don’t feel good in that outfit, you will project it in the photos.
Make sure too that your clothes are ironed and neat prior to your session.
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8. Pay Attention to the Details — You may be a procrastinator, but don'’t try to rush
through your senior portraits. Just as you need to try on your clothes before the session,
you might want to test-run other things so the session goes as smoothly as possible.
For example, don’t over tan! If you tan before your portraits, don’t do it the day before.
Build it up slowly, so the look is more natural...and you don’t burn. We suggest doing a
test-run with your hair and makeup at least a week before the photos.

9. Think About the End Result — \What do you want to take home with you? Part of your
photographer search and planning should include what portrait products you want. Do you
want something for Facebook? Ask the photographers what they have to offer for online
use. And don’t forget about what you want in print. Do you want something a little different?
Something more than the usual wallets? Some photo products that are hot right now are
senior albums/storybooks and video slideshows. The slideshow of images (incorporated
with video clips) is great for open houses, and don’t underestimate the custom-designed
portrait album, which can contain quotes and other items to tell your story.

10. Compromise Smartly — Remember that your senior photography choices don’t
depend solely on your desires. Who is paying for the photography? If your parents are, you
should definitely consider their thoughts, which may include a certain type of product they
want, their favorite pose and, of course, the budget.

One of the best pieces of advice? Discuss a budget beforehand. Then gather information—
based on the tips above—to support your best choice. When you look at the budget again,
your research in quality and service may help sway your parents if needed.

Budgets are important during your senior year, but if photography is really important to you,
choosing a professional photographer who provides great customer service and an
experience of a lifetime might be better than going to an amateur. You’'ll want to find a
compromise in terms of style and budget; but ultimately, it should be a decision that both
you and your parents make.

As you can see, it takes more than a nice camera to get those
great senior shots you want. It takes finding a professional who'’s
invested in training and techniques, someone who knows how to
hide your little flaws and bring out your best features. Someone
who will go above and beyond to make you happy, comfortable
and satisfied.

Contact us for an appointment. info@robbehm.com
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